
From the 

Principal 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

 

 

 

23 Calvin Murphy Dr., Norwalk, CT 06851 

Phone: (203) 838-4481 Fax: (203) 899-2815 

 

  November 2017 

 

    It’s autumn! What?! 

We have experienced a 

number of successes, of 

which we are proud.   

 

 Almost all of our parent/family responses from 

the March Panorama survey showed gains from 

2016, particularly relative to communication, 

resources, access to PowerSchool, and 

perceptions of the classroom environment.   

 

 The district approved a Norwalk High facilities 

study last year, a city program manager has 

been assigned, and the process of implementing 

physical improvements over the next five years 

has begun. 

 

 Our Marching Bears are enjoying an undefeated 

season and at least three of our sports teams 

have states in view.   

 

 According to our March, 2017, SAT results, 

57% of 11th grade students met/exceeded the 

benchmark score in ELA; 32% of 11th grade 

students met/exceeded the math benchmark 

score. While these data show room to grow, for 

9th and 10th grade students taking the MAP 

assessment, all students exceeded growth 

projections from fall, 2016, to fall, 2017. 

 

 For those of you returning to NHS, please 

continue your involvement whether it’s through a 

parent club, a sports booster organization, or simply 

being engaged in asking your son/daughter about 

his/her schoolwork and following up with teachers 

when you have questions (or commendations!). For 

those parents who are new to us, please see our 

homepage for pertinent information, be sure to read 

our weekly email, and make note of the emails 

from class advisors regarding information specific 

to the class.  September was a busy month, and the 

ensuing ones will be as well with college 

representatives meeting with students in the Career 

Center every day, the annual Haunted House, band 

competitions, and our robust sports programming. 

 

We’re glad you’re here! 

 

 

 

Reginald Roberts 

Principal, Norwalk High School 

 



 

November @ NHS 
11/1  

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving FCIAC Trials 

 

11/2  

SAT Registration Deadline for Nov 4th Test Date 

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving FCIAC Diving Championship 

 

11/3 

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving FCIAC Finals 

Varsity Girls Cross Country CIAC Open Championship  

Varsity Football Home v. New Canaan 

 

11/4 

Junior Varsity Football Home v. New Canaan 

 

11/6 

Picture Re-Takes in Library  

 

11/7 

Election Day– No Classes 

 

11/8 

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving CIAC LL Div. Trials 

SAT’s (for those who registered) administered @NHS 

 

11/10 

Varsity Football Home v. Trinity Catholic 

 

11/11 

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving CIAC LL Qualifying 

 

11/14 

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving CIAC LL Finals 

 



 

November @ NHS 
11/15 

Quarter 1 Report Card Distribution  

 

11/16 

Class Ring Sale in Cafeteria 

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving CIAC Open Diving 

 

11/17 

NHS Cheerleading Bake Sale in the Main Lobby 

 

11/18 

Varsity Girls Swimming & Diving CIAC Open Swimming 

 

11/20 

Senior Portraits in Upper Library (11/20-11/21)  

Financial Aid Night info Session @6pm in NHS Cafeteria  

 

11/21 

Powder Puff Flag Football! 2:45 pm @Testa Field 

 

11/22 

2 Hour Early Dismissal  

 

11/23 

Varsity Football  *Thanksgiving Day Game* Away v. Brien McMahon 

 

11/24 

Thanksgiving Recess 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

News from the NHS Marching Band 
 

 It has been a successful 

marching season so far for the 

Norwalk Marching Band. They 

continue to increase their scores 

and prove to be tough competi-

tion for the first place trophy 

each week. By the end of this 

fall marching season the band 

will have participated in 8 com-

petitions including the US-

BANDS New England States 

Championship, the New Eng-

land Regional Championship 

and the USBANDS National Championship at MetLife Stadi-

um in NJ as well as four football games, spirit night and pep 

rally performances. 

 On October 14th, NHS and the Marching Band hosted 

the Cavalcade Home Show a USBANDS event at Testa Field. 

Bands from CT and NY performed for the crowd of visitors 

and our own fans. Congratulations to the senior members of the 

NHS Band who were recognized during this program with a 

special presentation. We are very proud of the Norwalk band 

family for hosting this successful event. This program could not 

have happened without the support of the amazing band parents 

and alumni. Many thanks to everyone that attended and helped 

out in so many ways!  

 On October 20th the Marching Band invited the eighth 

grade band students from Nathan Hale and West Rocks Middle 

Schools to join the NHS band at the football game at Testa 

Field. This is an annual event that welcomes the incoming 

freshman class of band members for the 2018/2019 school year.  

 Looking ahead, when the marching season is over, the 

winter percussion and winter guard will begin their rehearsals. 

The 2017 Candlelight concert will be held on Monday Decem-

ber 18, Tuesday December 19 and Wednesday December 20 at 

7:30 PM. You can order tickets from the Music Department in 

early December. Stay tuned for more news in the upcoming 

winter season.  

 

NHS Marching Band Performs for the judges at USBANDS 

 

 

 

How can I support the NHS Marching Band? 

By supporting the GoFundMe project to raise money for a 

new set of drum line drums. Please consider making a 

donation. Every little bit helps! To date, we have only 

raised about $2,700 of our $30,000 goal. You can donate 

by visiting our GoFundMe page at: https://

www.gofundme.com/norwalk-high-school-percussion-np 

By Attending Band events and competitions to cheer them 

on each week. 

By contributing to the monthly Can and Bottle drive held 

at Andrews Field on the second Saturday of the month 

from 9 am - 1 pm. This event is year round.  

By purchasing Gift Certificates for Stew Leonard's, Stop 

and Shop, Shop Rite, Cranbury Market and/or O'Neil's Pub 

and Restaurant. Information on how to purchase Gift 

Certificates is posted on the band 

Website. www.nhsband.com in the Info & Forms section. 

The band gets up to 10% back from all gift certificate 

sales.   

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 

November 3 – NHS Football Game 

November 4 – USBANDS New England Regional 

Championship 

November 11 – USBands National Championships at 

MetLife stadium 

December 18, 19, 21 – Candlelight Concerts at NHS 7:30 

pm 

 

For the latest NHS band schedule, please visit 

www.nhsband.com and click on MBI calendar. 

 

Thank you for supporting the NHS Marching band!  



 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Norwalk Guard Captain and Drum Majors Celebrate their victory at the US Bands New England States Championships in New Britain on 

Saturday Night. Pictured, from left to right, are Bianca Randazzo, Soliel Londano, Ethan Smyth and Serena Jankovic.  

(Photo & article by Ed Abrams)  

NORWALK, Conn. –  The Norwalk High School Marching Band brought home the first   of their quest 

for three championships Saturday night, winning both the Connecticut State Championship and the New 

England States Championship at the US Bands New England States Championship competition held at 

Veterans Memorial Stadium in New Britain Connecticut.  Performing their 2017 field show, “Relics”, the 

Norwalk High School Marching Band bested schools from around the New England region, posting a score 

of 94.85 out of a possible 100. 

The Norwalk High School Marching Band is made up of over 175 student musicians and color guard 

members from Norwalk High School.  The students have been rehearsing and performing since August, 

putting in over 20 hours a week perfecting their show.  “We are incredibly proud of our students and the 

work that they have put in” said Chris Rivera the Norwalk High School Band Director.  “We are proud to 

represent the City of Norwalk with our program and delighted to be able to claim the titles of Connecticut 

State Champion and New England States Champion to our tradition of excellence and winning” Rivera 

went on to state. The ultimate goal for Norwalk is a victory at the prestigious US Bands National 

Championship, which will be held at Met Life Stadium in New Jersey on November 11. 

 

This press release was posted as a public service. Via NancyOnNorwalk.com.  



 

NHS CT-81 AFJROTC 

Integrity. Service. Excellence. 

 The NHS music department would like to 

introduce our new choral director and AP Music Theory 

teacher, Mr. David Gomez!  Mr. Gomez is a Norwalk 

resident and experienced music educator of 17 years.  In 

addition to his position here at Norwalk High School, he is 

also the choral director of the Stamford Chorale and works 

as a choral curriculum consultant with the Weill Music 

Institute at Carnegie Hall.  We are excited to welcome him 

on our team! 

 On November 11th, twelve NHS music students 

from the choir, band and orchestra will participate in the 

CMEA Western Region auditions at Brien McMahon High 

School.  Students who succeed in these competitive 

auditions will win a position in one of the CT Western 

Region ensembles and will also be eligible to audition for 

the CT All State ensembles.  We wish them luck!     

The NHS music department will be hosting a talent show 

open to all NHS students on November 20th at 7:00 pm.  

Auditions will be held after school on Thursday, November 

2nd  for interested students.  Please see Mr. Gomez with 

any questions.   

 Save the date! Candlelight is less than two months 

away!!  December 18, 19 and 20 at 7:30 pm.  Ticket 

information will be available in mid-November on the NHS 

website and also on the band, orchestra and choral websites.  

Please contact Ms. Burkhalter, department chair, with any 

questions at burkhalterj@norwalkps.org. 

News from the Music 

Department 

WE NEED YOUR OLD 

WINTER COATS!!! 

The NHS AFJROTC is hosting our 

annual Winter Coat Drive from 

October 2 - November 20, 2017.   

All cold weather items accepted in 

AFJROTC RM 101D. 

 

Local Non-Profit organizations rely 

on us to support their efforts in the 

community!    



 

 

     Congratulations to NHS art students  Sasha Meinck 

and Isabel Ranci-Ortigosa (pictured below) for  receiving 

the Center for Contemporary Printmaking Grace Ross Shanley 

Memorial Scholarship Fund internship/apprenticeship for the 

2017-18 school year. Their internships will be a rigorous 

program involving production of a college portfolio, working 

one-on-one with CCP’s staff master printer  associate printer, 

exhibiting art work as well as other activities at the Center 

including mentoring. 

 

 

 

  

 The NHS Art Department will hold it’s first exhibit 

of student artwork  for the 2017-18 school year at the Art 

Show at Candlelight.  

 

Student artwork can be viewed during school hours 

December 11th through December 22nd. Artwork can also 

be viewed before and after Candlelight performances 

December 18th, 19th and 20th at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The art show display begins in the main entrance hallway and 

continues into the foyer behind 

the auditorium.  

 

Happy Holidays to all our NHS 

Families from the Art 

Department! 

from  

the Art  

Department 

 

Sasha Meinck (left)  and Isabel Ranci-Ortigosa  (right) 

Senior Class News 

 

Powder Puff Flag Football! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 The NHS Annual PowderPuff Game (Junior 

Verses Senior Girls in a friendly game of Flag 

Football)  will take place on Tuesday November 21st at 

2:45pm on Testa Field. See Ms. Gleason in 314D with 

any questions. We encourage all parents and family 

members to attend this event on 11/21; there is no 

admission however there will be food and drinks 

available for purchase. All students participating 

MUST have a signed permission slip and MUST be 

aware of the rules and practice dates. The PGP (Post 

Graduation Party) is something that is organized by the 

NHS Senior Parents and not by the school. Ms. 

Gleason will be sending out (via email) information to 

Seniors Parent from the PGP Committee throughout 

the school year.  Please contact Michelle Suda 

(msuda05@optimum.net ) or Carla Monterio 

(tuccimont33@yahoo.com) for additional information. 

We are still collecting class dues. Senior Year class 

dues are due by January 15th, 2018:  $50 per year or 

$180 in paid in full. Checks can be made out to 

Norwalk High School and brought to 314D. And last, 

thank you to all the parents to participated in the NHS 

Class of 2018 Sticker fundraiser. A special thank you 

to the Catino Family for their efforts in putting together 

this fundraiser. If you would like to buy a sticker you 

can, Mr. Catino is still accepting orders,  contact Ms. 

Gleason.  

 

Any questions, please contact Ms. Gleason 

(gleasonj@norwalkps.org) or Ms. Gardiner 

(gardinerc@norwalkps.org). 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Norwalk High School has been selected to participate in pilot program exploring STEM applications 

while touring  Panama with EF Educational tours. This travel experience will take place in April of 2018 and is 

open to any interested student currently in grades 9-12.  

 

 This tour is coordinated through the Norwalk STEM Travelers, an organization founded in 2008 to 

facilitate and support global exploration in the science, technology, engineering and mathematics fields. The 

NST have toured locations such as Ecuador and the Galapagos, Costa Rica, Iceland, Greece and Belize, com-

pleting research for further application both in and outside the classroom. The NST is proud to be a consortium 

within the Norwalk High School International Scholars Program- an interdisciplinary opportunity for students 

to become globally competent citizens.   

 

 For more information on how to participate in the 2018 Panama STEM tour, please visit: 

http://www.eftours.com/tour-website/1923438FY or contact Ms. Engle at: englec@norwalkps.org 

Space on this tour is limited, so we ask that all interested students please contact Ms. Engle in 307A for appli-

cation information. Also, all students currently enrolled in grades 9 & 10 could potentially apply tour research 

to the new capstone project requirement. Stay tuned for big 2023 tour announcement ! 

Norwalk High School STEM Travelers 

 

 
Attendance Notes:  

Please remember to send all absentee notes to your child’s house office, to avoid 

any unexcused absences or tardiness. 



 

 

The  B House Buzz 

  

By Dr. Carol R. 

Marinaccio,  

Assistant Principal  

  

 

GUIDANCE ACTIVITIES IN B-HOUSE: 

 Counselors are busy working with our seniors 

preparing them for graduation and post-secondary plans.  

Assisting in transcript review, essay writing, and 

application completion are among the many 

responsibilities they have.  Ms. Berrios, Ms. Denke, and 

Dr. Skenderis provide counseling support to our students.  

We are also fortunate to have Lauren Giustino , 

counseling intern working with our students.  She 

provides small group sessions, meets with students one-on

-one, oversees the student of the month program, and 

assists in the career center.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES: 

 Registration of students to Norwalk High is on-

going. We continue to provide support, translation 

services, and ambassadors for our students that are 

provided by the ROTC Program.  

 

October is National Bullying Awareness Month!   

Staff and students participated in wear "BLUE” DAY-as a 

way of calling attention to the need to educate and support 

anti-bullying initiatives. 

 

 

 

The NHS Community is reminded: 

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING...  

SAY SOMETHING! 

B-House Staff:          

Dr. Carol R. Marinaccio, Assistant Pr incipal 

Yvonne Berrios, Counselor  

Joy Skowronski, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Parents:  

For the safety of all students,  

Drop-off your student at the curb not in the passing lane. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

 PICTURE RE-TAKE  11/ 6  8:00-2:00  

 

 CAR REGISTRATION 11/1 - 11/17 B-HOUSE 

8:30-12:30  

 

Students driving to school must register their 

vehicle with the school.  Applications for 

registration and parking stickers will be in  

B-HOUSE ONLY!   

 

 

 

 

STUDENT PARKING REMINDER:   

STUDENTS CAN ONLY PARK IN THE LOWER 

LOTS, BY THE TENNIS COURTS, OR IN SIDE 

LOT BY THE MUSIC WING.  



 

 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:   

 Learning to think critically leads students to develop other 

skills such as the ability to maintain a higher level of 

concentration, deeper analytical abilities and an overall improved 

thought process.  How does this prepare students for the 

future?  As our students enter the adult world they must be able to 

sort through a variety of information including financial, health, 

civic as well as leisure activities in order to make informed 

decisions for their own lives.  Economists project that the most 

desirable jobs - the ones least likely to be automated or outsourced 

- are those that require expert thinking and complex 

communication.  In the classroom critical thinking lessons may 

include some of the following activities: 

Ability to use various types of reasoning (inductive, deductive etc.) 

 Use systematic thinking - analyzing how parts of the whole 

interact with each other 

 Make judgements and decisions - analyze and evaluate 

arguments, claims and beliefs 

 Synthesize and make connections 

 Reflect critically on learning experiences and processes 

 Solve problems in conventional and unconventional ways 

 

Communication: 

 As the use of technology increases, students must be able 

to effectively analyze and process the overwhelming amount of 

communication they encounter on a daily basis.  Additionally, in 

the workplace there are a growing number of global teams that 

work together.  Linguistic and culturally effective communication 

is essential in order for our students to keep up with the demands 

of working integrally with global teams. As we move forward into 

our global society students must be able to communicate clearly 

and in a variety of languages. 

In the classroom activities with an emphasis on communication 

skills may include some of the following:   

 Articulate thoughts and ideas orally, in writing and nonverbal 

forms 

 Listen effectively to decipher meaning including knowledge, 

values, attitudes and intentions 

 Use communication for a range of purposes (inform, instruct, 

motivate, persuade) 

 Use multi-media and technology assessing impact and 

effectiveness 

 Communicate effectively in multiple environments including 

multi-lingual and multicultural 

By Jackie Aarons,  

Assistant Principal  

The View from E House 

A Look to the future. . .  B.E.A.R.S – Academic Preparedness for the 21st Century 

  

 What exactly is academic preparedness for the 21st Century?  We hear this phrase often in educational 

speak, but what does it really mean?  According to the National Education Foundation, college and career 

readiness can be simplified into the  4C’s:  Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration and 

Creativity.  Let’s take a quick look at how these concepts breakdown in the classroom to prepare students for 

life after high school. 

Collaboration 

 In our global society much of all significant work is 

accomplished in teams and in many cases, global teams, this 

was not the case fifty years ago.  Our students have grown up 

immersed in the world of technical collaboration with 

websites such as wikipedia, blogs and other data sharing 

portals. In the classroom this critical skillset is emphasized 

through assignments that allow students to: 

 

 Work effectively and respectfully with diverse teams 

 Exercise flexibility and willingness to compromise to 

accomplish a common goal 

 Assume shared responsibility for collaborative work and 

value the contributions of team members 

 

Creativity and Innovation 

 Today, creativity and innovation are key drivers in 

our global economy.  Innovation requires adaptability, 

leadership, teamwork, unconventional thinking and solid 

interpersonal skills. 

In the classroom fostering creativity and innovation can be 

seen in the following ways: 

 

 Idea creation techniques such as brainstorming 

 Elaborating, refining or evaluating original ideas to 

improve an existing system 

 View failure as an opportunity to learn and understand 

that the innovation process is a cycle of small successes 

and frequent mistakes 

 Demonstrate originality in work and understand the real 

world limits to adopting new work 

 

 Preparing students for our demanding global society 

is a complex task comprised of many layers of skills.  The 

NHS faculty works diligently to ensure our students are 

tasked with assignments that will challenge and engage their 

intellectual curiosity and prepare them for the path of their 

choosing beyond graduation. 

 

For more information:   

Preparing 21st Century Students For A Global Society. 

neafoundation.org. 

 



 

 

 

Athletic Department  

  

  

REGISTRATION FOR WINTER SPORTS IS OPEN! 

ALL PHYSICALS NEED TO BE TURNED IN BEFORE 

PARTICIPATION.  

 

It is always a good idea to make a copy for yourself before 

you submit it to the school. 

 

PARENTS:   

PLEASE TURN IN YOUR CHILD'S PHYSICAL RIGHT 

AFTER THEY HAVE IT DONE.  THIS WILL PREVENT 

THEM FROM POSSIBLY HAVING TO SIT OUT OF 

PRACTICE AND/OR TRYOUTS UNTIL THE SCHOOL 

NURSE RECEIVES IT 

   

NORWALK ATHLETIC REQUIREMENTS: 

 

ALL ATHLETES HAVE TO HAVE 

A CURRENT (WITHIN THE PAST 12 

MONTHS)  PHYSICAL ON FILE WITH THE SCHOOL 

NURSE BEFORE TRYOUTS.  AITE STUDENTS NEED 

TO SUBMIT THEIR PHYSICAL TO NORWALK 

HIGH.  MCMAHON ATHLETES ON CO-OP TEAMS 

MAY TURN THEIRS IN TO THEIR SCHOOL NURSE. 

ALL ATHLETES MUST HAVE A MINIMUM 1.7 

GPA AND BE PASSING A MINIMUM OF 4 CREDITS. 

Go Bears! 

Keep up with everything NHS!  

The Norwalk High School Webpage is:  https://nhs.norwalkps.org/ 

 

 

We have made an investment as a 

community to provide our student-athletes 

and parents with information about playing 

college athletics. This event is designed for 

every high school parent and their student-

athlete. If your son or daughter truly has 

aspirations to play at the college level, this 

is a "can't miss" event. 

 

"The Realities of College Athletic 

Recruiting" 

 

Presented by Jack Renkens 

Norwalk High School - Auditorium 

Thursday, November 09, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

Former college coach and recruiting expert, 

Jack Renkens has helped thousands of 

families around the country head down the 

right path of finding scholarships. Often it's 

down a path they didn't know existed. 

 

Any doubts or reservations about 

attending? Simply check the Recruiting 

Realities website 

at www.recruitingrealities.com 

https://nhs.norwalkps.org/


 

 

 
 
 
  September 2017 marked the launch of a group of new courses that are being offered in a program called 

Digital Media Pathway. The popularity of the electives; BCN., Film & Media, Animation, Graphic Design, 
Digital Storytelling and Journalism lead to the question, what courses could continue to meet student’s inter-
ests and also challenge them to another level of study? The Digital Media program developed out of that 
need and now offers hands on applications for those preparing to enter college or a career with a mastery of 
media industry standard applications.  

 
As Steve Jobs, Madame Cure, and Leonardo di Vinci understood, the problem solvers and inventors of 

every age work at the cross roads where the arts and sciences, and the humanities and technology meet. And 
so with these 21st century classes we have forty eight potential inventors who have started to train on the 
professional platforms of Adobe Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop, Premiere and Audition. While learning 
these programs, this quarter they are being given the problem solving challenges of creating designs for vari-
ous clubs and organizations in the school and the greater Norwalk community. 

 
There are also professionals in the design and media fields that are helping the students to make real 

world connections. One of the first guests was Sally Henry, a Norwalk resident and a branding expert who 
works with a variety of cosmetic companies including Rihanna’s up-coming Fenty beauty line as well as 
Juicy Contour’s package development group. In the seminar on Sept 28th the students got a glimpse of the 
challenges of designing for the cosmetic industry. The group received some insights on how to deal with the 
competitive world of international marketing where precision and skill are tested daily by deadlines and the 
pressure of customer and market demands. They will continue to apply their newly minted skills of how to 
listen to clients, offer them a graduated menu of ideas and then present their design concepts successfully. 

 
Next month ---- will the students get an internship with Ms. Henry’s Co. Balance? Will the club design 

projects such as The Haunted House posters reach their target audience? Will the Bears Beating Cancer   
logos be accepted?  Who is the professional photographer that will visit? What does it mean to have, “an 
eye”?  All these questions and more will be answered in the Innovation Lab in October! 

D  I  A  R  Y  



 

 



 

 

UPCOMING SAT TESTS: 

 The next SAT I and  SAT II tests are scheduled to be given on Saturday, December 2nd. The reg-

ular registration deadline is November 2nd.  Students may register online at www.collegeboard.com or 

utilize registration forms and SAT Test Preparation booklets available in the Career Center (Room 

209C.)  The high school code for NHS is 070580. 

 A list of SAT Prep courses that are offered in the greater Norwalk area are available in Room 

209C (Career Center.)  Students can stop by and pick up the list and call the programs for dates, loca-

tions, length and costs. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION: 

 There are many scholarships available to college-bound students. They are available in the Ca-

reer Center. Throughout the school year, scholarship information will be available at: http://

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/nhs/scholarships.htm. Students may also access scholarship information on 

Naviance:  http://connection.naviance.com/norwalkhs 

 

COLLEGE VISITS TO NORWALK HIGH: 

 Visits to Norwalk High School by college admissions representatives are now under way and 

students may meet with college reps in the Career Center (Room 209C.) The lists of admissions repre-

sentatives who plan to visit are available at several locations: on the school website, in the front lobby at 

the start of each day printed on a white board, through Naviance and in the Career Center. In addition, 

the list of schools scheduled to visit NHS on a particular day are announced at 9:00 am during the morn-

ing announcements. Students may access Naviance at http://connection.naviance.com/norwalkhs.  Click 

on Colleges and then click on Visit.  Once senior students have accessed Naviance, then they can change 

their password to their student ID number. Seniors and juniors are encouraged to use the Naviance pro-

gram.  If they have lost or forgotten their password, please see the appropriate guidance counselor.  

 

PLANNING FOR SENIORS: 

 During the beginning of October, a power point presentation was made in all senior English clas-

ses regarding the college application process. Each senior was given a packet containing important infor-

mation.  Please see the Guidance Department’s home page at http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/nhs/

guidance/default.aspx for informative links such as “Resources for College”. In addition information 

was provided on how students should submit their applications electronically to their counselors.  

  

Following the power point presentation, counselors will be meeting individually with students to discuss 

their post-secondary plans, review transcripts and graduation requirements.  Each senior student will be 

asked to sign a letter entitled 2018 Graduation Status Information highlighting credits earned and credits 

needed to graduate.    

 

 

UPCOMING COLLEGE APPLICATION DEADLINES: 

 The deadline for Norwalk High School students to turn in their applications to their respective  

counselors is  December 1. 

 

 

From the Guidance Department 



 

 

FINANCIAL AID: 

 FASA Changes for 2018-19:  Students will be able to file a 2018-19 FAFSA form as early as Octo-

ber 1, 2017, rather than beginning on January 1, 2018.  The earlier submission date will be a permanent 

change to complete and submit a FAFSA.  On the 2018-19 FAFSA, students (and parents as appropriate) 

will report their 2016 income information rather than their 2017 income information. Mrs. Laura Black-

well, financial aid counselor, is available to meet with students and their families on Wednesdays from 8:00 

am to 12 noon in the Career Center. Appointments can be made by emailing Ms Ann Jacoby at 

jacobya@norwalkps.org or by calling Ms. Jacoby, in the Career Center at 203-838-4481 ext.13233 

 The NHS Annual Financial Aid Night will be held on Monday, November 20 at 6:30 pm in the 

NHS cafeteria.  Parents and students will receive information from financial aid consultants concerning the 

financial aid process and instructions on filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

form. 

FRESHMAN GUIDANCE LESSONS:  

 Counselors will met with freshman for an orientation to Norwalk High School during the month of 

November and answer questions they may have about transitioning into high school. In November, counse-

lors will meet with all freshmen in small groups for a Developmental Guidance Lesson. Information on 

graduation requirements, report cards, transcripts, the attendance policy, the importance of being involved, 

resources in the school and decision making will be presented. The freshmen will be introduced to Navi-

ance, a computer program that can be used throughout their four years at Norwalk HS for college and ca-

reer planning as well as interest inventories and personality profiles. Each student will be given a password 

to gain access and this will allow families to use Naviance from home.  

 

STUDENT RECOGNITION: 

 The guidance department will continue the program this fall for student recognition.  The purpose 

of this initiative is to recognize students for their exemplary efforts in academics, community service, citi-

zenship, athletics, volunteer service or other activities in a monthly program. One student will be chosen for 

this recognition every two weeks with a subsequent write-up highlighting his or her achievements on the 

homepage of the NHS website. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sat 11/4: SAT- Offered at Norwalk High School 

 

Mon 11/ 20 – Thurs. 11/ 30 – Report Card Review week.  

First quarter report cards are scheduled to be distributed on Wednesday 11/15 

 

Mon 11/20 - Financial Aid Night at 6:30pm in  Cafeteria 

 

Thurs. 12/1:  4 year  colleges/univ applications due  

 

Sat., 12/2:  SAT 

 

Fri 12/ 8:  Field tr ip for  seniors 

 

Sat  12/9: ACT test 

 

 

From the Guidance Department 
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If you have news or would like to contribute 

information for the next newsletter, please send an 

email to the editor of the newsletter, Mr. Anthony 

Rodriguez at nhsfactfinder@outlook.com.  

If you want your name added to the email 

reminder list, please send an email to 

nhsfactfinder@outlook.com. Your comments and 

contributions are appreciated. 

Core Values and Beliefs 

 

Norwalk High School, a community of stu-

dents, teachers, administrators and families, em-

braces its diversity and encourages intellectual cu-

riosity. 

We value a safe, accepting culture rooted in a 

rigorous, relevant curriculum rich with technology 

and artistic expression. 

We must challenge students to become  

knowledgeable, ethical citizens capable of  

making independent and  

collaborative decisions  

in real-world settings. 

We must prepare  

students for the social,  

civic, and technological  

demands of the 21st  

century in order to  

effectively participate in  

an ever-changing global  

society. 

Apply mailing label here 

 


